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The Case for the Ski Chalet

All-inclusive skiing with a private twist.

There's an alternative to the Great
Armerican Sk Vacaton Making a
winer gojourn begs repeating, for
good sport and good company alike.
But if you've gone the way of the North
Amarican sle-infski-out sy rasort,
you know hew the hidden extras add
up fast, a5 one complaint of US ski
travelars i the constant nickel-and
diming. &n appeal of all-inclusive
trips = knowing the cost going in, but
whiha thera are ultra-luxe, all-inclusive
options in other kinds of travel, that
model doesn't existin sking—except
at stafied chalets

It was the British who invented

the ski vacation, crossing the channel
tohitthe slopes nthe Alps, Their
preference endures for sharing
lavish homes wath family and friends,
employing chefs, massage therapists,
and eki inziructors through the week
More oputent models include full-size
indoar ponls gyms that rival thoze at
er hotels, home theaters,
les, hot tubs, saunas, wine
cellars hested bhootroams, and even
goif simulators. But best of all, from
hot tubs to the yoga studio, you have it
all to yoursadf

"You have more reoms than your
family would in a hatel, it's mare
persanalized, and the staff works
just for you,” said Rick Reichstela,
president of Alpine Adventures
(alpineadventuras nat), Amencas
leading lusury ski travel specialist,
which often arranges European
chalet inps. 11 starts nght away
They pick you up at the airport, take
you areund town, you never have 1o
deal with driving. But the best thing
is that averyone wno goas skiing is
on the same schedule, and no matter
how nice & hotel is, they can' give
averyone spa appoiniments at 3ord
R, but that's when everyone wants
them Here you go back 1o your house
and take turng getting massages

while sitting in your hot tub drinking
Champagne.”

After sking, it's typical to be greated
at the door with flutes of bubbly and
privete-chefl cuisine thal rivals top
testaurants Purple Ski (purmlesk
com] is a high-end, UK-based chalet
operator that has alsc embraced
the US market, offering white-glove
concierge services and multiple
lugury chalets n three of Frances
1op sk resorts: Méribel, Courchevel,
and Val dsere, These sleep 70-16,
usually with sccommedations for
nannies or personal assistants, and
start from $35000-560,000/week.
With nighty dinner menus spanning
=10 courses, from canapés through
muitiple fine dining courses to cheese
boards and dessert. While basic
weekly rentals include drivers, house
staff, breakfast, aprés-cki snacks, and
dinners all but one night, with free
flowing Champagne and fine French
wines, their conciarges routnely
add i every bell and whistle you
chooss in advanca from massage
therapists to dally ski instruction, lift
tickets, transfers, lurch reservations
on the slopes, in-chatet rental gear
delivery and fitting, all in ane simple

transection—and at a discount to what
you would pay s2pa ! Because
the market is aimed e United

Kingdom, everyone speaks English.

The siaffed chalet model is most
comman in France, especially at Les
3 Vallées (Courchevel, Méribel, Val
Tharans), Les Portes du Solel (Les
Gets-Morzne, atc.), and Tignes (Val
d'lsére, etc. ). In Switzerland thers's
Zerrnatl and Les 4 Valées (Verbier,
etz ), inltaly Cortina and Via Lattea
{Sestriere, etc.), and in Austria St.
Antonam fclberg s an added bonus
these large, chalet-centric rescris ara
all ruch bigger, with more skiing and
more 1owns than aven the largest
regorts in Morth Amenca. «

—Larry Oimsted




