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FTHE WISHLIST February concerts,
exhibations and restaurant openings
FIRST LONDON HOME Actor Daniel
Mays talks to Rob McGibbon about his
Fasex roots, London culture and Lime bikes
LIVE WELL LONDON The wollness
experts’ Valentne's tips and pecks

ONE OF A KIND To wit from the beart,
shop baspoke picces made to treasure
CIRCLE LINE From stacking rings to
dnorce gy, pewddlers ae the trends

ALL THAT JAZZ Zoc Darce Hall refleces
on Art Deco’s lasting impact as the design
movement marks its centenary

LIVE IN HARMONY Tallulah Rushaya
discovers what it takes 1o create the perfect
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VINYL COUNTDOWN The latest
audwophile buys, whether yvou're a piano
virtuoso, guitar guy or a home D)
HIDE AND SLEER Alovandra Goss
speaks to the interiors experts creating
clagant function out of cvery bit of space

A TO GEN Z From infrared saunas and
biophilic design, Zoe Dare Hall outlines
the new checklist for younger buyers

PISTE DE RESISTANCE Rob
McGibbon cxperiences one of the workd's
most huxurious ski chalers

VILLAGE LONDON With excellent
schools, family homes and a rich foodie
soene, Clapham is perenially popular

PROPERTY NEWS Why supcerrich “ultra’
tenants are making ther mowe

THE LONDON LIST Our hietle black
book of the best London services

ANNEASHWORTH London's ‘third
spaces” offer respite from the cold

PROPERTY OF THE MONTH

A Knightshridge apartment is a rare gem

o COVER

o The Art Deco super prime
development Le Provengal
in Cap dAntibes took
inspiration from Fltham
Palace’s iconic rotunda

in south-cast London
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Peak luxury .
ROB MCGIBBON DISCOVERS THE DIZZYING ALTITUDE

OF A SUPER HIGH-END SKIING BREAK IN FRANCE
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GOLD RUN Opposite, top to bottom: Chalet
Machapuchare in Val d'lsere’s exclusive Le Crin; its
dramatic double-height living room This page,
dockwise from top right: The sumptuous
accommodation inchades seven bedrooms with
goose-down duvets and mountainside views; even
more epic valley pancramas can be taken in from
the open-air tarrace’s hot tuly meals prepared by
an on-site chef is another perk of this ski retreat

o Hindus, Machapuchare

mountain in the Himalayas is

the sacred home of their god

Shiva. Consequently, climbing its
majestic 23,0004t “fsh-rail” double summis
has always been strictly forbidden.

Closer to carth is a chaler named in s
honour which you acrually can summir if you
wish. And it comforrably reaches the peak of
luxury and charm, so if you're considering
celebrating a special event in serious style,
this gem in the French ski resoer of Val
d’lscre could indeed be heaven sent.

Recently, Chaler Machapuchare was
rented by a large multigencrational family
group m oast a collection of occasions
18th and 50ch birthdays and a diamond
wedding anniversary. But it’s no casy cdimb,
financially: it costs £45,8(4 per week.

Thar said, you ger a lor for your buck. The
chaler sleeps 15 in seven stunning bedrooms
and all meals and unlimired booze - cven
endless Veuve (licquor champagne - arc
included. You ger your cmn concicnge service
thar cffortlessly carers for every whim. Skis
and boots are firted by local hire experts
Onygene in the comfort of the chaler and
chauffeurs arc on hand with two exccutive
minibuses. Those agoaising walks in ski
boats belong to another life.

Ser acrass five storeys, Machapuchare has
a small indoor swimming pool, a spa arca
and gym, as well as a cinema room and the

mandarory outdoor Jacuzzi with panoramic

views of the entire valley. Ir also comes with
a staff of cight. Dressed in black, they monve
around discrectly like Ninja warrioes, defth
executing every request, whether in's mixing
cockrails or booking a masscuse.

Ihe cherry on top is vour own chef. The
voung and dvnamic Hugo Amrou has cooked
in Michdin-starred restaurants and he
prepares everything to perfection, from a full
English breakfase, to a seven course off-piste
gastronomic wonder. The cooking tweezers in
his breast pocker bears testament 1o the care
he puts into making vour meals.

Machapucharc is the brainchild of Yoam
Marchand, a ski instructor who was born and
bred in Val d'lsere, and his wife, Chardogre
Cuilhamar, a designer with a beady creatine
eye. The coupke oversaw an 18-month build
from a hole in the ground in 2018 to whar is
here ll-dJ).

Ihe chaler was vored France's Best Chaler
ar the World Ski Awards for the second year
running and is part of the rarched portfolio
of Purple Ski, the masters in the luxury ski
rravel business.

“We wanred o creare something that's the
ultimarce in stnvic and comfort, but is also
homely andd welcoming,” says Yoam. Amen 1o
thar. If the real Machapuchare in Nepal is
sacred, then its clegant namesake in Val
d'lsere is rruly divine. [l
1o book Machapuchare and other kexury
ki com. Ski hire

Purple Ski dhalets visit purp,

from (xygene, axygenc.ski
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INSPIRATION

Chelsea-based interior designer Julictte
Byrne brings her unique flair to this
exquisite chalet nestled in the village of
St-Martin-de-Belleville in the Three
Valleys region. It comprises a chalet
sleeping 12 and a penthouse sleeping up
to four more, which can be booked

separately, except during high season.
skifioralie.com

Ihe London Magazine 45



