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Chalet or shan’t I?

Whether booking a room or the whole place, these ski retreats are the peak of high living

EXPERIMENTAL CHALET,
VAL D'ISERE
Here in Chelsca-mr-neige is a trnusty
formala for shape rangers who have
bong extolled the charms of Val
d'lstre. But forget anything stuffy:
interioes at this newly opened hoted
channd 1960s and 19705 glamour
evoking the kind of place youd
expect to find Brigitte Bardor and
Gunter Sachs in ski scason. The
eclecticism continues in the bed-
rooms, which are gencrously sized,
with huge bods as their contre-
picces. And f you find yoursdf
staying in the Belevarde Penthouse
(named for Le Face de Belkvande,
the infamous black ski run with
its 95%-metre descent), then the
room-service raclee is a must.
Downstaies, two exquisite restau-
rants excel in Savoyard closics thar
pair perfectly with an icy martini.

C}EALET HARMONY,
MERIBEL

This glorious property, a short seroll
from Méribel’s pistes and chasming
centre, is a triumph of storybook
chalet design. The interiors in all
seven bedrooms are sleck and com-
foruablke (a highlighs is the enormous
beds, wonderfully warmed up with
hot-water battles every night), and
there’s 2 vast master suite thar takes
up the entire top floor, with a
360-degree panorama of the slopes,
'l]"_ \ll‘ i\ warm .I"!\' ‘hll, ‘Ir‘"lN
giving the sense that you're staying
at the home of a glamarous friend
who pust happens to have a divine
chef in residence, as well as a Bbu-
lous pool. But that is operator
Purple Ski's aim - to make the
whale experience exquisite, com
plete with a roll Gl of some of the
best ski instructons in town,
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SCHLOSS ELMAU,
BAVARIA

A revered cultural hideaway where
licerary figures, painters, perform.
ers and philosophers once found
solace in nature, Schloss Elmau is
oven more impresive up dosc; and
its appeal is particulardy heightened
In the depths of winter. Here you
can relish the remotencss — and
cpic snowscapes — from sprawling
suites where tiered rerraces give
fantastical views of the Wetrerstein
mountains, Equally enpovable are
the cashmere-covered beds and the
silken elegance of the chaie lngues.
Try vour best o extracr vourself for
Cross-country \lilng lhmng'l silemt
overgreen-scented woods, then curd
up with a dice of poppy-sced cake in
onc of the degant drawing rooms,
with their eleplant-adormed liners
and flickering fires.
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CHALET DES FERMES

DE MARIE, MEGEVE

It doesnt per more sublime than
SITENg ON your own snowy termace
as cheese forxue Is served while
you cradk a gas of warming
Chitcau Mouton Rochachild wine
and ke in the cool Alpine aic
This five-bedroom cuckoo dock
fantasy of a chalet 1 Hadi-meets-
Ralph Lauren — all wood panclling,
roaring fireplaces, deep bachrubs
and squishy sofas — and It exudes
an air of sophstication and case,
thanks 10 botdier and interiors
maven Jocelyne Sibuer. Its man
aged by the lllustrious Fermes de
Maric hoeel, whose restairant you
cn visit on 2 whim, fine-dining on
ribeye and creamy gratin de crozers.
Need 1o recalibrare? The on-hand
spa therapists will resurrect your
glow with Pure Alticude facials.

o fermesdernanic.con




