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A quicker way to hit the slopes

Les Deux Alpes’ new gondola, which can
shift 3,000 people an hour, has transformed
the skiing experience, finds Nan Spowart

rom thethetopthe
view is dizzingly
beautiful. Snow-
capped mountain
peakssurround
me, including MontBlanc, the
highest mountain in France.

[amstandingat the highest
point of the resort of Les Deux
Alpes—-at3,600m more than
twice the height of Ben Nevis.

Thenatural world isawonder
tobehold butit’s humankind’s
engineering geniusthathas
brought me here, in the shape of
afunicularanda huge gondola
thatstretches 6.4km fromthe
town toitshighest point.

Thisgondolais new andhas
cutthejourney time up tothe
glacierat LesDeux Alpes,as
wellas shortening the queues of
skiers. Itisjust one of themany
innovations that have been
madetoimprove theskiing
experience here.

Setin the heartof the Oisans
region, Les Deux Alpesisthe
highest skiablearea in France
and has guaranteed snow cover
fromits glacier which reaches
up to 3600m.

canenjoy the fantastic 360
degree panorama from Mont
Blanc to Mont Ventoux, the
Massif Central and Italy.
Theresort, in fact,hasbeen
described as “upside down”
because, unusually, many of the
easierruns are atthe top with
harder ones below. However,
therearestill plenty of beginner
areas near the townand there
are threefree “magic carpets”as
well as three free button lifts.
TheVallee Blancheslopes
facingthe main skiareaare also

nice for beginners asthey are
much quieter and have a new
greenruimn.

Thebiggestimprovementis
the new super shiny Jandri 3S
gondolawhich hasbeenthe
biggest project in the French
Alpsinthelastten years. This
hasdoubled the capacity of the
old lift from 1700 to 3000 people
per hour, lifting them from the
resortat1,650mto3,200mina
record timeof17 minutes—an
incredible shortening of the
previousjourney time of 40
minutes.

Thelift travels at 28.8km per

top of the glacier has also been
renovatedand now boasts an
instagrammable jazzy lighting
system. It stops at an ice cave
and thereis a restaurantfor
those whowanttolinger here.

In these days of unpredictable
snowfalls and rising
temperatures,ahighresortisa
boon and 75% of the ski area at
Les Deux Alpesisabove 2100m.
Intotal thereare88runsat the
resort—16 green, 46 blue,16red
and 10 black—-which is divided
intosevendifferent sectors with
43liftsin total.

Wearrived after a heavy
snowfall, which was great for
skiing,but meant there were
huge queuesat the lifts first
thing. However we sailed past
them as we had booked an
instructor from ESF to help
usregainour ski confidence
after thesummer and autumn
hiatus. It'snot particularly
cheap butitisdefinitely worth
it, if you feel a bitrusty.

{

Some of the longestrunsin hour and is morereliable in Intotalthere are88
any res;)lrtg_ar;lbe found h‘;fe theface of adverse weather runs attheresort—
andatthehighestpointsthere  conditions such as strong
are bea““fﬁll blue, rlf]?d anc}})lack winds, thanks toits tri-cable 16 green, 46 blue, 16
runsas well as excellent off- SIEDENSIOT SYEtaT.
pisteiftheconditionsareright. Tl?e funicul);r, which takes redand 10 black
This meansthatevenbeginners  gjers up thelast300m to the
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LesDeux Alpes is the highest
skiable areain France, main; Hotel

Ibiza,above

The town itself sitsatan Vincentand Vaujany. where we enjoyed spacious
altitude of 1650m ona high The main street of Les Deux roomswith balconies
plateauat theedgeoftheEcrins  Alpesisdominatedbythesharp  gijving beautiful views of the
National Park. Theresort, peakofLaMuzelle (3465m)and  mountains. Facilities include a
which isthelargestin the isfull of welcoming bars and lovely pool, sauna, steam room,
Oisans area, makes up partof restaurants, making theresort Jacuzzi and games room with a
the Grande Galaxie skiarea popular forits apres ski. table tennis table.
with Alpe d'Huez, Puy Saint Our basewas the Hotel Ibiza Thehotel sitsa few minutes
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walk away from the many shops
and restaurants andis close to
thelift for the Vallee Blanche.
The Jandriand Diablolifts are
further away but thisis not
aproblemasthereisavery
efficient privateshuttle from
thehotel to thelifts, aswellasa
stop for the resort shuttle.

Thereare numerous excellent
restaurantsin Les Deux Alpes,
butwehad noneed toeat
outasthe buffet breakfasts
and dinnersatthehotel are
fabulous.

Breakfasts include hotfood,
baked goods like croissants
and muffins, cheese, hams,
fruit, yogurtand cereals, while
dinners consist of salads, soups,

several restaurants to choose
from for lunch, from self-
servicetothe award-winning
Les Melezes Restaurantand
Brasserie and the party Pano
Bar.

Ifabreakisneededfrom the
winter sports, a nice wee jaunt
istotakeacable cardownto
the old, picturesque village
of Venosc. Here there are
independent craft shops and
on Tuesday mornings thereisa
guided tour.

Other activities on offer at the
resortare electric mountain
biking on snow, paragliding,
snowshoeing and glacier hiking
from March onwards. There
aregourmet evenings atthe

Accommodationin Les Deux
Alpes can be booked through Ski
France, www.skifrance.co.uk

A seven-night stay at Hotel Ibiza
costs from £863 for two people
sharing astandardroomona
B&B basis and from £1,438pp
total for four people sharinga
Duplex Suitewith Kids Go Free
Offer on an-allinclusive basis.
Lead in prices for a seven-day
L2A skipass cost from £263 per
adultand £207 per child (age
5-12).

Averageequipment rental is £7
per day including skis, helmet,
polesand boots. Book via www.
intersportrent.com

Areturn private transfer for up
toeight people from Genevato

Onclusive

achoice of excellent main high altitude restaurants,night ~ the L2A costs from £658. MV
courses, desserts and a huge skiingand the chance toridein Transport: mvtransport.fr/en
cheese board. Thefood isso asnow groomer ataltitudes of A half-day ESF skiinstructor
gooditishardnottooverdoit, between 3,200m and 3,600m. costs £205 for 1-2 students.
butwith the swimming pool There was too much for us
and the skiing muchof itis to try in one week, meaninga
burned off. Thatswhatwetold  return visit will be onthe cards
ourselves anyway. in the near future.

On the mountain there are
A room at Hotel Ibiza, which is close to the slopes
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