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3 HEY say Chalet Inoko is the
/ \h highest in Val d'Isere, and the
views from its wraparound
glass walls certamly suggest
I so, The glacier-capped moun-
A, tains opposite, the charmmg
scene of wr;udcn hu.l-sﬁ.rm!s ofdsrnokc
pecping up from stripes of snow and pine o
Step outside to the wooden terrace and ¥ _ :
from the hot tub you can take in the peaks. g
C'hu.let Inoko hosts barristers, bankers
r_?u.ls who crave crysl.nl-cold e and
st will often treat 14 flmllr
e of cosy huxury,
nside is a turr cosy luxur
warm cedar cladding the ..315 {ﬂlnd
floors, A barn-sized living space is fur-
nished with style - Lights from the
ccdme hke scul;:r.td clouds and a gmor-
‘ienne Westwood hife-sized fashion
photograph looks over the diming space.
There are 9ufas for lounging and books _
for browsing, plus a courtesy Ear
with ch.unpa&lnr_l:mmwerym
d out for esch guest and rugs E i
drﬁ\‘cr chairs next to the fire pat.
you see the ribbed-kmit headboards | =
and Inmpshades in the bedrooms, plus B
Muffy skins on the SuEmI!:cq:nus ]
no surprise to discover that the design-con- £
scious owners are a young French couple. &
For anyone who likes to swim,

the lure of the mdoor pool will see
you Icng) out of bed first thing
back again after a day on troes above ‘Petit Alaska’, as the space in boot rooms of budget in town and far more glamorous  who were lost to the mountains. It
tllr slopes. Throw in the sauna area is known. Chalet Inoko is hotels might seem fun. But if you thau it sounds. There's an open  is a searing reminder of how snow
a.m.l cl: -to-floor views of the iaw-droppm;, the sort of place would rather spend maore to guar hcn,lgrmt wine list and buzz-  and ice must be as respected.
tains from the pool or loung- {ollywood stars are photographed  antec a less hectic experience, g tables with plenty of space One sunny afternoon, from the
nnd you will bank memories m for glossy magazines, on  then Chalet Inoko makes perfect between. The fondue 1s moreish  comfort of the decked terraces
t try fur rugs beside a roaring fire, sense - cspfclanr if you want whether you want to go heavy on  of the Yule Hotel, at the base of
It’s also pure joy to drink the weanng white cashmere. every member of the Tnmllv to the cheeses or meat, or both the s!oscs we join other Aperol-
erystal-clear water that flows We had mw:]lcd with Purple have a stress-free holida Take time to explore the well- fuelled apres-skiers to watch
straight from the tap, while bath- Ski, a boutique British operator F'\-:rvlhmg is made as su'nplc heeled town. A tiny jewel is the experts as they slalom down Le
ng in it truly softens the skin, that offers catered luxury i cha- zﬂsﬂﬂc =0 all that puests need church, built on the site of an 11th  Face — Val d'lsere’s iconic black
here are six bedrooms to let holidays in Courchevel, Mer relax You are delivered Century cbn‘rlgl with Mlickering run | wonder at such ability.
choose from - two open out mto ibel and Val d'Isere. It's a slick b_\' chauffeured minibus 1 four lanterns, bear- The next morming, my heart 15
family suites and one has bunk operation, so before we'd even minutes to the slopes - and the mg the faded pholn%rnphs of m my mouth as my young daugh-
5. The master suite is snug, ft home we were able to book  duty driver is waiting to retnicve bright young faces full of hope ter impressively schusses down
thughwtdncnvvmr dsughter’s ski gear, restaurants and evena  you when you're finished, rd green and then soft
wraparound balcony. massage in the chalet’s dedicated blue runs, her pink snowsuit
MARSAZE FOOM. - y- AL D'ISERE is not juddering as she vanishes
‘T REAKFAST 15 a daly Ska-fitting 15 usually | ?‘ / cheap, so we make it down the slope.
&::" fanfare of fruit, arr in the cha- % / memorable A mar The benefits of sk school
charcutenie, juices, let, but we arrive ./ E}m. pizza hunch at are evident and well worth
""’3,\ smoothics, pastries late and so have to w  halfway up the mvestment.
LJ and a hot choice - wazl un'lll the i Solaise mountain, Pﬂhngs you can't teach
N one day pancakes, ymm with coffee and water costs €40, an old dog new tricks, as
another scrambled egg= - and is rhe friendl But we relax in deck chairs, faces green runs remain my

served on the long wooden table  ASBIG AS A BARN: inoko's lounge, and a bedmom,
that becomes candlelit in the top left Right One of chef Hugo's exquEsite dishes
evening for the delights offered ;
by our charming young French  is coough to swell your salopettes, champagne in
chef, Hugo Atton but also ensun:*» ou ski that bit the hamper that
He is one to watch, having previ-  harder the nex i all that Hugo has packed
ously worked in Michelin-starred  food comes .n.l'ter reshly baked for us until we
kitchens, so each of his creations  afternoon cake toenjoy withtea.  pass the border.

comfort zone. But on the
last run on the last day, film
me, I say.

When it is played back,
though I had felt ke I was
zwommg on the very edge
of danﬁer weaving with
a speed that caught my

of the vmmg turned to the sun_ listening to the
team lottm; swish of slos on the slopes ahead
out at the This is the life.
gene store ﬂ‘nc Who skis in the resort now? Not
lad from Aus- the Sloane Rangers of my youth
tralia had grown who sank Steiners and wore
up with eld rips to  danas, the girls all pink marble
Japan. Awesome dry llps.uck pearls. mg costs

15 n vcm.lblc astronomic treat. We ask our chef if he gets any ~ Omce open, it is snow, he said, but none  have made the resort more mter- breath, it turns out that
- aside from his  requests. Only once, apparently, washed dowm with dehi- of thas, noddng to the clear, national and less Anglo-cenimic e snowsnted figure
huudrnadt sushi - include agnol-  for apple crumble cious cheese and ham sandwiches  cornflower-hlue sky than before lockdown, when is going no faster than a
otti filled with truffle and squid Guests arrive from Lyon or and chocolate brownies, Perhape more than any other  Britons outnumbered the indige- bag of flour on & super-
ink, served with parmesan, chive Geneva and can expect a three- It is February but twinkling  holiday, skiing involves compro-  nous French. market conveyor belt,
and garlic, or the slow-roast hour journcy to the resort. fary lights across Val dIscregive  mise, due to the various levels In many ways, Val d'Iserc hns There's always next year..
chicken wil crcamcd pomtoond  Inour case, we arc picked upat  the pretty town a Christmassy o-f skill and keenness found i become a more sophisticated i
Jerusalem artichok Geneva, but as Swiss law forbids  feel A SICE ENOW- bmkod rond i s10n of its former sell’. ® For more information
The m%tly rn'unl of canapes drinking in vehicles we are not  ascends c [f you live to ski, then éostlmg On chef's might off we settle on FEAST FOR THE EYES: Lunch at Gigi on a stay at Chalet Inoko,
followed by a four-course dinner  allowed to pop the Veuve Clicquot  storey house, flanked bv ]m:u: with hefty gear and limited locker  the Fondue Factory, an mstitution on Solaise mountain. Top: Val dlsere visit pumleski com




